
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Changing Expectations: Week 1: A Righteous Branch 

Introduction 
What lessons have you learned from someone else’s mistakes? Is it easier to learn 
from someone else’s mistakes or is it more difficult? Why? 

God’s Word  
Read Jeremiah 33:1-16. 
1. What are your initial thoughts about the opening verses? Does any of what it 

says surprise you? If so what? 
2. About whom is God speaking?  
3. Imagine hearing these words from God. How might you react? 
4. At what point does the tone of these verses turn around? 
5. The term “righteous branch,” is a way of speaking about a legitimate heir to 

the throne (v. 15). In his sermon, Pastor mentioned the number of good kings 
(Israel and Judah) and bad kings. What does this say about the human track 
record? 

6. Thinking about David and his life, would you call him a good king? Why or why 
not? 

Discussion  
7. Since David was considered the epitome of Israel’s kings, why is it 

encouraging for God to say, “I will make (emphasis added) a righteous Branch 
sprout from David’s line”?  

8. What do you think about the name that’s been ascribed to you (Jerusalem = 
God’s people) in verse 16? 

9. What does that mean to you? 
10. The people God is speaking about in the opening verses did not deserve the 

title in verse 16. How might that name empower them? How might it 
empower us? 

Prayer 
Dear God, You are a merciful and gracious God, continually seeking a deeper and 
more confident relationship with us. We thank you for your pursuing love and 
your attention to our grace-based name change. Thank you for putting Jesus, the 
Righteous Branch, on the throne of David. Thank you for his perfect performance 
record that clearly outshines David and every other human being. Help us to rest 
in the perfect name which he earned for us. 
In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.


