
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Changing Expectations: Week 3: A Babe 

Introduction 
What is one of the most memorable Christmas gatherings you have ever had?  

God’s Word  
Read Micah 5:1-5. 
1. Micah is speaking to God’s people in Jerusalem. What is the very first action he is 

commanding and what is the reason? 
2. “Marshal the troops” means to gather the troops. Who are God’s troops today? 

What are some ways that we “marshal” or gather? 
3. What are some of the benefits we gain from gathering? (see Hebrews 10:24-25 or 

Acts 2:42-47 for ideas) 
4. As always, we want to be thinking about how this text relates to us. What are the 

siege works that get erected in our lives? How are we being attacked? 
5. Talk about Bethlehem and Jerusalem. From what you know of them, what are 

some differences? What makes Jerusalem the more prominent city? 
6. God promises a rescuer will come from Bethlehem. It’s a small and barely 

noticeable gathering in comparison to Jerusalem. What are some small and 
insignificant things that God works through? 

7. In verse 3, who is the one who labors to bear a son? 
8. In John 3, God gives a picture of a different birth that involves labor also. This 

picture is of spiritual birth. Who endured these labor pains? What are the labor 
pains that were endured in order to give us new spiritual life? 

Discussion  
9. Who is the shepherd of God’s flock? In what ways does God still shepherd us 

today? (see verse 4) 
10. Take time as a group to talk about the different expressions of God’s strength in 

the Bible and about how he is still expressing the power of his love in our lives 
today. 

11. The book of Revelation reminds us that God, our Good Shepherd, wins. Everyone 
who sides with him also wins. What are things that keep us from remembering his 
completed victory today? 

12. Satan will do anything he can to tarnish our celebration of Christmas and we must 
“marshal” the troops. Talk about ways that we can gather and encourage each 
other more and more. 

Prayer 
Dear Good Shepherd, we are each burdened in different ways with finding peace at 
this time of year. Bless us with your peace. Give each of our gatherings a spirit of unity 
and open discussion so that we can share experiences and build each other up in the 
faith. May we always praise your holy name. In Jesus’ name, amen.


