
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Changing Expectations: Week 2: A Refiner 

Introduction 
Name one thing you really like about yourself. 

God’s Word  
Read Malachi 3:1-4 
1. What is your first impression of this messenger after reading the opening 

verse? 
2. Who is sending the messenger? If John the Baptist is the messenger then who 

is the refiner and the launderer? 
3. If God had sent you this note from the prophet, what would your reaction 

have been? Would you have been surprised to hear any of this? Why or why 
not? 

4. How is the Messenger in verse one different from the messenger of the 
covenant? 

5. Who is God speaking to in these verses? Who would the modern day audience 
be? How might this statement of refining humble us? 

6. What is it in our personal life that needs to be refined? (As you are able, please 
be specific remembering that Small Groups are meant to be a place for 
confidentiality, confession, accountability, and transformation.) 

7. In the New Testament, who are some of the characters that you think of as 
messengers? 

8. At what point will the offerings of God’s people be acceptable? 

Discussion  
9. Who is someone today that fills that roll of messenger? How are we as 

Christians filling that role of messenger? 
10. If “covenant” means a firm business contract created with a loving 

relationship in mind, how might that change our perception of Jesus? 
11. The fact that God wants to refine us means that he considers us valuable, but 

he needs to remove the dross in our life and heart first. Comment on this. 

Prayer 
Dear God, your love and your mercy are meant to shine out at this time of year 
and for our benefit. Make us grand recipients of your loving, merciful gifts and 
also help us to honestly and openly share your loving refiner’s heart with our 
friends, neighbors, relatives, and all people we meet. Your glory is found in your 
desire to bless our life and our eternity. May we always praise your holy name. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.


