
Small Group Discussion Guide 
GOD ON DISPLAY // Part 7: His Trustworthiness 

Introduction 

What’s our biggest mistake as humans? 

Questions  
Read Jeremiah 17:5-8. 
1. What do you think of when you hear the word “cursed”? Share some examples from the 

Bible where people have received a curse. 
2. This word “curse” in this passage is passive. It means that you become cursed as you put 

your foundational trust in things other than God. Describe some ways that we can rely too 
heavily on our own intuition, our own culture, or other things human rather than on God. 

3. This text in no way implies that we dismiss everything human. Think of some examples in 
the Bible where God encourages us to seek human insight. (In Exodus 18 Moses receives 
advice from his father-in-law, Jethro.)  

4. In what ways can we balance out the two, giving God the highest priority and still relying 
on human insight as secondary insight? 

5. Verse 7 starts the contrast between cursed life and blessed life. It says blessing comes 
from finding confidence in God. The word confidence can also mean refuge or security. 
How has God been a refuge or security for you? 

6. Verse 8 says that we will be constantly nourished and refreshed especially in the dry times 
of life (drought). What are some of those dry times? What makes them difficult? 

7. Why is it such a challenge to keep God at the forefront as our refuge and our trust and our 
sure hope? What are some of the challenges to keeping God number one in this arena? 

8. Can you think of some examples in church life where such biblical refuge was dismissed? 
9. The mere fact that God brings up this point of a cursed life to Jeremiah shows that it’s a 

very common human tendency. Why might this be such a common problem? 
10. This passage from Jeremiah has some strong similarities to Psalm chapter 1. If you have 

time in your group read through that Psalm and share some insights with the group. 
11. What does this section of Jeremiah teach you about sin’s deceitfulness in the human 

heart?  
12. After completing the study, what are some things you will pray for in your own life in order 

to be more blessed? 
13. The Christian faith is inherently humbling. It’s humbling because we are admitting that we 

cannot be saved on the basis of our own merit. We are admitting that we are broken and 
wrong. So what is wrong in your life that needs prayer and accountability and confession? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, we are so grateful that you have called us out of a cursed life into a blessed 
life. Give us individuals in our life to whom we are accountable - people who will challenge us 
and encourage us to stay in the blessed life that you have planned for us. Forgive us when we 
have strayed and let our human intuition and logic and fear pull us away from your strong 
refuge. Stay close to us and keep our faith strong. In Jesus’ name, amen.


