
Small Group Discussion Guide 
GOD ON DISPLAY // Part 8: His Forgiveness 

Introduction 
Do people have a right to be happy or should they have to earn it? 

What do you think two people must have in common in order to connect with each 
other? 

Questions  
Read Genesis 45:1-15. 
1. This is an emotional event for Joseph on many levels. Have you ever wept? What 

causes you to weep? Describe Joseph’s emotional state in verses 1-2. What would 
cause this outburst? 

2. Do you view weeping as a strength or a weakness (or neither)? 
3. Describe the emotional state of Joseph’s brothers in verses 3-5.  
4. Why would the brothers be terrified (v. 3)? 
5. Joseph’s brothers were “terrified at his presence.” Explain. 
6. Forgiveness never means excusing the other person’s actions. How did Joseph 

show this in verse 4? 
7. In verse 5, what are reasons why Joseph’s brothers might be distressed and 

angry with themselves? What does the phrase mean?  
8. Why is forgiveness so hard? Can forgiveness ever be easy?  
9. Explain a situation where forgiveness might be hard. 
10. Forgiveness is made up of recognition of the pain and cost of forgiving, 

willingness to accept the pain/cost and not seek retribution, and communicating 
this willingness. Share how you see Jesus offering all three of those. 

11. What is one thing you wish to pray for today as a result of this study? 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
We got to see a great example of Joseph forgiving his brothers for their painful 
treatment and denial of him. As good as that is, your forgiveness goes much farther 
and cost you so much more. Your forgiveness extends over all that we have ever done 
wrong. Forgive us for taking our sins too lightly. Forgive us for being greedy and 
stingy in our forgiveness of others. Thank you for the cross and all the pain you 
endured so that we could go free. Let your grace rule in our hearts so that we are 
heartily willing to forgive. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.


