
Small Group Discussion Guide 
GOD ON DISPLAY // Part 5: His Design 

Introduction 

Talk about someone you’ve known for a long time. How well do you know them? How well do 
they know you? Could you finish each other’s sentences? Can you tell what they’re thinking 
just by their expression? 

Questions  
Read Jeremiah 1:4-10. 
1. Read verse 5. Talk about the different ways that you can “know” something or someone. 
2. Jeremiah 1:5 has the verb “to know,” and it has the connotation of “experiential 

knowledge.” For example, when you say, “I know what an apple tastes like,” you know its 
flavor because of past experience. What level of knowledge does this speak about? How 
well does God know Jeremiah? How well does God know you? 

3. If you were Jeremiah and God spoke verse 5 to you, how would you feel? What would be 
the most comforting part of that verse for you? 

4. In verse 6, what does Jeremiah’s response tell us about how he felt? 
5. Jeremiah uses his age as a reason why he can’t do what God asks him to do. What might 

our reluctance look like as a response? 
6. In verse 7, God does not dismiss his age but he does dismiss using his age as an excuse. 

Think of a time when you have prevented yourself from doing something good because of 
what seemed like a valid reason/excuse. How might God react to our excuses? 

7. Verse 8 points to fear as a central roadblock in Jeremiah’s mind. Share another biblical 
example of people who were afraid and yet encouraged by God and his messengers. What 
fears do you have? How do you combat fear? Where/when have these fears prevented you 
from doing good things? 

8. What gift did God give Jeremiah (v. 9)? What gifts and talents and opportunities has God 
given you? As a group, speak to the gifts and talents that you see in the people of your 
group. 

9. What does it mean that God put his words in Jeremiah’s mouth? 
10. Verse 10 speaks about God’s authority to send Jeremiah as his messenger. Look at the 

action verbs in verse 10. Pick one and explore what it can mean. In what ways are you a 
spokesperson for God? Rate your confidence as a spokesperson. What part of the Bible 
encourages you to speak (cite a specific text or story)? 

11. What is the most encouraging part of this text? What other Bible passages might you look 
to for encouragement to be who God has made you to be? 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to you and you have 
sent us on the challenging and exciting work of making disciples. Help us to see in great 
measure that we have your backing and your gifting to do this. Lead us to explore how we 
might already be well-equipped to serve you in disciple-making. Also, Lord, let us explore 
ways in which we can be better disciples of you, Jesus. Lead us, empower us, excite us for this 
grand kingdom work. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


