
Small Group Discussion Guide 
THE WORD // How Is the Word Angry? 

Introduction 
Describe something that is a means to an end—a thing that is not valued or important in 
itself, but is useful in achieving an aim. 

Questions  
Read Isaiah 12:1-6. 
1. How can God become for us “a means to an end” rather than the end goal? 
2. As Christians, we are being constantly reminded that a relationship with Jesus is 

the ultimate goal. How does the rigor of life drive Jesus into the role of “means to 
an end” rather than the end itself? 

3. When you think of worship, what do you first think of? 
4. Describe what praise looks like for you, for the average Christian, and for a non-

Jesus-follower. 
5. What kind of things do we praise in our world? 
6. What blunts our praise of Jesus? 
7. How can we encourage each other to re-energize praise? 
8. Isaiah’s name means “Yahweh is my salvation.” How is God your salvation? What 

has he saved you from? Be specific (and don’t just say, “sin”). 
9. What are the usual things we think of when we speak about salvation? 
10. What did Israel’s salvation look like (look at Isaiah, chapters 10-11)? 
11. What does our personal salvation look like? 

Prayer 
Holy Father, 
We confess that we have been distracted by our pursuit of good living and good things 
rather than making you our number-one pursuit. We only hurt our life when you 
become a means to an end rather than the ultimate goal for life. To know you is to 
know life. Forgive us for misplaced values and poor hierarchy in our daily living. Draw 
us back to the one essential thing in all of life: you. We know that our distracted 
attentions deserve to be punished, but you have relieved us of the justice we deserved. 
Instead you have sought to realign our thinking and reconnect us in Christ Jesus. 
Thank you for calling us to a better life, a better pursuit, a better way of thinking and 
living.  We ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your 
salvation. In Jesus’ glorious name we ask this,  
Amen.


