
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Psalms: Israel’s Hymnbook, Week 4: Create in Me 

Introduction 
What is your impression of lawyers? 
Do you ever see yourself as being a “lawyer” type of person?  

God’s Word (Read Psalm 51) 
1. Look carefully at the wording of verses 1-2. The note that is before verse one 

says, “after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.” In Hebrew, it is 
part of verse one. Why is this such an important note for the reader? 

2. What is the reason that David (or any sinner) can ask God to blot out all our 
transgressions and sins? 

3. The word, “unfailing love,” in verse one means mercy, kindness, good deeds 
done especially as extended to the lowly, needy, and miserable. This is a 
generous nature based on the giver’s kindness and the receiver’s need. Share 
times when you are most in need of God’s unfailing love. 

4. The writer (David) traces the offensive nature of his sin back to God. Discuss. 

Discussion  
5. When you go to God in prayerful confession, do you go as your own defense 

lawyer or as the guilty party? Do you stack up arguments for your 
acceptability before God? 

6. If you more quickly rested in God’s mercy and, because of this, more readily 
admitted your sin, what practical changes in your life would result? 

7. In what ways are you not taking advantage of God’s resources for help with 
your sin (receiving loving confrontation well, seeking more honest fellowship 
in the body of Christ, more willingness to confess need to God and others)? 

8. Read Hosea 14:1-2. What “word” sacrifice (confession) is God calling you to 
bring to him? 

9. What things in creation tend to compete in your heart with the place that the 
Creator alone should occupy (a possession, position, person, circumstance, 
relationship, personal dream)? 

Prayer 
Dear Father, each of us has a different struggle and yet there is a common theme: 
we are each flawed, lacking, and broken; we are in need of you. As we realize this, 
relieve us of the burden of our sin. If this thought is brand new to our mind, help 
us to understand the implications of sin and brokenness as well as your goal to 
make us new. Bless us with your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


